2009 Philadelphia Delegation to the Allied Media Conference – 

Request for support

Contact: 

Althea Baird 

215 222 0271

althea.baird@gmail.com
Summary

The 2009 Philadelphia Delegation to the Allied Media Conference (AMC) will consist of media-makers, artists and social justice organizers working in a variety of fields throughout  Philadelphia. We are traveling to the Allied Media Conference in order to share skills and models from our work here in Philadelphia, and bring new skills and models back home.  The delegation will include  people, representing at least five Philadelphia organizations.  We request your support in raising $5,000 to subsidize lodging and transportation for the delegation.  

Background

Many of the groups participating in the Philadelphia Delegation have attended past AMCs and testify that it is the most significant national gathering of independent media makers and social justice organizers in the country.  Philadelphia-based organizations such as The Prometheus Radio Project, the Media Mobilizing Project and The Philadelphia Student Union have built lasting relationships through their participation in the AMC, which continue to benefit their work.  

The Allied Media Conference is the central project of the Allied Media Projects (AMP) network, which has evolved over the past 10 years to include independent media makers, artists, educators, policy activists and social justice organizers. Rooted in Detroit, the AMC attracts over 800 people from 150 different cities across North America. They are a majority women and a majority people of color. One third of AMC participants are youth (under 21).  Five National Advisory Boards shape the content of the core "Tracks" of the conference, which are: the INCITE! Women and Trans People of Color Track, the Media Policy Track, the How-to Track, the Media, Education and Movement-building Track and the Youth track. The theme of the 11th Annual Allied Media Conference is We Are Ready Now: Media and creativity to transform ourselves and our world.  

Goals:

To strengthen and expand our network of Philadelphia-area media makers and organizers by planning the trip to Detroit and traveling together.  Through this process, we will have the opportunity to share our diverse experiences and histories, form relationships, and investigate new ways to collaborate, coalesce and support each others work.  

To participate in a national network of artists and activists, learning from and adding to the knowledge and practice of social justice media-making.

To deepen our skills, analysis and practice of community media by attending a variety of workshops. The workshops tracks are extremely relevant to our group, ranging from the "INCITE! Women/Trans People of Color" track to the "Youth" track to the "How-to" track, to the "Media, Education and Movement Building" track.

Participating organizations: 

The Philadelphia Delegation will include media makers from North, West, South, and Center City Philadelphia. We are dancers, singers, teachers, students, actors, writers, documentary makers, youth, elders, radio dj's, artists and silk-screeners. We are collaborators whose work overlaps and supports each-other. 

Youth Health Empowerment Project

The Youth Health Empowerment Project (Y-HEP) is located in downtown Philadelphia. Their mission is to support urban youth (ages 12-24) as they transition into adulthood through a comprehensive range of harm reduction and social and sexual health development services to achieve eight tenets of empowerment-- physically, mentally, socially, sexually, intellectually, financially, emotionally and politically. Y-HEP strives to incorporate media as a tool of empowerment. The Y-HEP staff members attending the Allied Media Conference aim to network with other youth counselors and educators while gaining fresh ideas to bring back with them. 

The Norris Square Neighborhood Project Prodigies

Prodigies is a group of 10-15 low-income, Latino high school students in North Philadelphia who attend Norris Square Neighborhood Project’s (NSNP) after school program.  They are concerned with violence and drugs in their community.  They use silk screening t-shirts as a way to earn profit and speak a positive message to their community and Philadelphia. Prodigies is working to bring five students to the Allied Media Conference in conjunction with the socially responsible media summer project.  They anticipate participating in workshops to network, enhance their skills and build leadership to bring back to their business and their community.

WPEB West Philly Community Radio

WPEB West Philly Community Radio is a short-wave community radio station that provides a forum for community based organizations, discusses the issues that affect us, plays music not heard on mainstream media and promotes education and creative substantive expression. In collaboration with performer/choreographer Misia Denea, WPEB member Althea Baird will be co-facilitating the workshop Media through Movement: How to map our stories through our bodies and words, using audio recording as a truth-telling compliment to movement expression.

The Philly Student Union

For the past 14 years, young people in Philly Student Union have been working towards education reform in the city of Philadlephia. We use radio, newletters, blogs, and videos as an organizing tool to tell our own stories and to disseminate information to people that they won't

recieve through mainstream media about what we have been working on.

Prometheus Radio Project

Prometheus Radio Project builds and advocates for participatory community radio stations across the country and demystifies the techonology that controls people's access to the media.  During the AMC, Prometheus Radio Project will be hosting a two day micro radio transmitter build in conjuction with conference attendees who will learn to solder circuits and construct an antenna.  Simultaneously, the Prometheus Radio Project along with fellow media justice organization, Peoples Production House, will be hosting a internet and radio broadcast, transmitting live from the conference, disseminating the beats, thoughts, and dialogues produced at the AMC.

Budget:  
Costs

(4) 12 passenger van rental  $ 2,480

Gas    $ 800

Lodging at Hotel St. Regis $ 4,320

($30/night x 48 people x 3 nights)

TOTAL   $ 7,600

Income

Individual contributions $ 1,920 ($40 x 48 people)

April Spelling Bee Benefit  $ 700

TOTAL   $ 2,620

Deficit    $4,980

