# 0% %

& %
& %
() *
I& )
*
+ , %
+ O -
i) + )
- % )

A sketch and practice inking of a messenger bee
dispatched from the hive with a load of honey.

New orl
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from the Beehive CollectiveldesoAmerica Resiste:
Tales of Ants & Economies, the Plan Puebla Panama's
New Name, and Other Stories
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These are not direct quotes. This is what | heatid w
my ears and wrote down on a piece of paper and stuc
in my pocket. | have never been to this conference
before. | am not “with” any organization. | am silyp
tabling by myself, coming to learn and to share my
work too. When someone asks me what | “do” in
Baltimore, | say that | live there. | go to workaat
antique store a block away from my house. | write.
And | just, | don’t know, do stuff. Later | realidany
answer probably wasn’t what they were searching for
when those around me tell of their great works wher
they come from. It doesn’t matter — | made a woman
laugh later with this story. (All though | don'titk it's
that funny). And all these people doing all thésads,

it was very interesting.
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Sometimes you might feel alone and then perhaps
someone would invite you to listen in where thely sa
talking, or gave you a big hug just because youchea
of their CD before and said you loved it. Thos@dsi
meant a lot to me, especially as | have been fgelin
sensitive and a bit antisocial lately, and likedsn’t
well dressed, or this or that enough. (Or mayhtila |
too much of this or that.)

I tried to be friendly to others as well, as | likkebe
anyway. To invite them to come over and join ifythe
looked out of place. To speak to who ever was atoun
me and engage. So much was going on | could only
pick some things. Of course my priority was on the
Kidz Track, meeting the rad single mothers of calor
the Speak CD, and meeting mothers and allies and
radical childcare workers and community and... well —
basically Everyone! | walked in the morning withtiRo
of Picture The Homeless, to look for coffee. | hald
baby named Soopy, who sucked on my finger through
the blanket. | taught a zine workshop to 5 yeas aladd
someone brought an office zerox machine into the
room for us to use. Later we sat in the front row t
watch one of the girls Naomi speak from the stage,
the final presentation, a reportback from the thislge
did there. When the presenter said to give a hand f
the children, parents, kids track and childcarke- t
audience gave a standing ovation. It almost made me
cry. | took the children back to the children’s moo
where Sicily, half of the childcare workers, hadstay
alone in case any one needed her there, and told he

When | rode the plane back home, a young woman
traveling out from home for the first time (and wax



from the AMC or radical) told me that we are all
different, and that we all need each other — we fit
together just like the pieces of a puzzle — that's

god made us. It reminded me of when Sterling was
talking about how we are all part of the same body,
that we can't ignore just a part of us that issmihg
well and think it will not affect us. | feel veryuoh the
same, but being around so many people who spoke
about radical love, and put action and media tageth
while teaching each other skills and building pesit
steps for the world they did want to see: left melihg
stronger too. More able to “look past the madnéss”
the world we want to build and work at the rootsref
problems like a guerrilla gardener. The overwhefmnin
message | got from the AMC was love, and of many
people, working on many different issues, justwias
like how we are working on children and parents
issues. And connecting our issues together.

China Martens, Baltimore, MD
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I made media about my mouth and teeth. My two front
top teeth are crooked and slant in. My parents tsed
tell me that because | sucked my thumb when | was
young, | caused it to slant that way. They alsd tok

| talked too much, but then | would be encouraged t
show off my knowledge to strangers and family.

This is part of the story & experience that | dnepon

at the movement workshop. The facilitators toldaus

lie down and think through each body part and &nd
story connected with it. And then | wrote abownd
another person let me choreograph me and her dancin
out some of these memories.

It was abstract, but playful. That workshop fdtelia
spiritual release. It was time that | let my bodgd my
mind and be present. Sometimes using technology
alienates me from myself, but movement—movement
in rhythm and opposition to someone, breathing with
them, studying their face as they study mine—brings
me back to the amazingness that my hands and heart
carry out.

The movement workshop was an act of self-careit but
also helped me reclaim a form of communication |
have such easy access to: my facial expressions, my
fingers, my glance, my toes...all my parts.
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FOR POOR BLACK KIDS GROWING UP IN NEW ORLEANS,

the education system functions as a pipeline opriChildren in
underfunded schools are prepared for prison frgmuamg age.
From metal detectors at the front door of theirmedatary schools
to police officers patrolling the halls, many stateview their
time in school more as training for incarceratibart for a career.

In New Orleans, 95% of the detained youth in 19@%ew
Black. At least 78% of New Orleans' incarceratedtiovere
locked up for nonviolent offenses. The detentionteein
Jefferson Parish reports that 96% of the youth tredce in 2000
were for nonviolent offenses. At least a thirdledde youth had
been sentenced to three or more years.

In 2004, Louisiana spent $96,713 to incarceraté ehitd in
detention, compared to less than a tenth of thauatto educate
a child in the public schools. The state rankedh 48the country
for teacher salaries. The city had a 40% illitereate in 2004, and
it was estimated that over 50% of black ninth gradeuld not
graduate in four years. That same year, the earivaf more
than two classrooms of young people dropped oubafsiana
schools every day and about 50,000 students weentab
Louisiana has the highest rate of incarceratidiéncountry—
816 sentenced prisoners per 100,000 state residnts
comparison, Texas comes in a distant second plabes@4 per
100,000. Although African Americans make up 32 patof
Louisiana’s population, they constitute 72 peraghhe state’s
prison population.

According to a report by Human Rights Watch, "ttees
of Louisiana has one of the highest rates in thantty of children
living in poverty and children not in school or \org. Large
numbers of children, especially Black children, suspended
from school each year, sometimes for the whole.year
Approximately 1,500 Louisiana children are confinedecure
correctional facilities each year...In responstheoquestion,
"what would you most like to change here?" virtyaVery child
at all of the facilities responded that they wolitd the guards to
stop hitting them and that they would like moredo@hildren
consistently told us that they were hungry."

It would be hard to live in New Orleans and nohkhabout
policing issues. Everyone in the city agrees thabhave a
problem, but there is sharp disagreement over thlegbroblem
is, and these divisions often fall on lines of racé class. Many



white people in the city, who have little persoegperience with
the regular injustice of false arrest and the tffamily members
to the criminal justice system, think that even enpeople should
be locked up. While everyone is looking for a sioluto these
problems, many Black New Orleanians see the sol@fomore
complicated than simply more putting more peoplgiin
Almost every organization that works with youtttlie
city addresses these issues in one way or anétjer.Youth
Squad, which is run by Black youth in the city'dlitischools,
organized a secondline in 2009 to address the €tadPrison
Pipeline, and their members actively speak outagenize on
the issue. Young people in New Orleans schoolsrtégeling
criminalized as soon as they walk in the door efgbhool.
Another youth organization that has done great

organizing around this issue is called ReThink. [ReR has
brought together kids from schools around thetcitseport on
conditions in the schools and make demands forgd&om the
school system. They have worked in coalition with young
people from Fyre as well as members of the Vietrsame
American Young Leaders Association (VAYLA), whichactive
in New Orleans East, and concerned about these isames.

Working collectively, kids from ReThink wrotep@em called
School to Prison Pipeline,

At an event a few weeks ago, organized by the ydhth
kids asked state superintendent Paul Vallas tovestdl detectors
and the atmosphere of policing in the schools,asked the

system to train student intervention teams to dtest classmates

at the beginning of the day, utilizing youth leatep for avoiding
conflict.

Jordan Flaherty, New Orleans
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July 19, 2009
Detroit, Michigan

I’m Abdulai Bah, program associate of the community
News Production Institute (CNPI). CNPI is a program
of the People’s Production House, a media justice
organization working to change the landscape of
media. There’s a reason P.P.H.—through its CNPI
program—has made it a mission to change the way
media is done. For too long, corporate media has
ignored immigrants and low-income workers—only
reporting on them when there is a tragedy. With PPH
immigrants and low-income workers are able to ereat
their own media and report on their communitiedd PP
offers media trainings to members of these
communities and encourages them to not only report
on hat affects them but also use the skills to edi

for policies that favor them. Part of these commasi
PPH works with include the Domestic Workers
United, the Street Vendor Project, construction
workers, cab drivers and many more grassroots
organizations in the New York area and Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Washington DC. PPH trainees create
radio contents for the BBC, NPR, the Pacifica
network...I love the work | do and enjoy teaching
others how to do radio to change the world.
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7-18-09

New York City, are you listening? There are
hundreds of empty buildings and vacant lots
being warehoused by greedy, unscrupulous
landlords. Shouldn’t they be confiscated by the
city and used to create housing for the
homeless, housing for recently released
inmates and those of us on fixed income? Fix a
problem by creating new ideas to construct
housing that is affordable. Housing is a human
right!

Rob Robinson
Board Member
Picture the Homeless—NYC
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Homeless New Yorkers Occupy Vacant Lot,
Create Tent City, Demand Change

Call for city government to meet need of low-
iIncome residents, not greed of big banks

MANHATTAN—ON Thursday at 11:00 AM,

members oPicture the Homelesorchestrated a
spirited occupation of a warehoused (vacant) lot,
currently owned by the firm JPMorgan Chase, a recen
beneficiary of billions in taxpayer bailout money.

Homeless New Yorkers and their allies turned a
fenced-off grassy lot in El Barrio/East Harlem i@to
vibrant Tent City, creatively adorned with makeshif
dwellings, colorful art and banners. Under the aftog
“NYC: A Place to Call Home,” they demanded that
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community members and people committed to social
justice around the city built a creative and viliran
vision together of NYC as a welcome home for
everyone. Picture the Homeless looks forward to
building and supporting each others' actions and
visions more and more! More soon....

PTH Housing Campaign Leader Sophia Bryant said
"Today's amazing protest by PTH, allies and
community support was inspirational and powerful.
The message is that poor and homeless demand
housing, which is a right, and that we can build
communities and homes for ourselves if given a
chance. Housing, not shelters! Housing, not
warehousing! Great camaraderie and solidarity for
those arrested. VICTORY WAS OURS - BIGUPS TO
PTH AND ALL WHO PARTICIPATED."

Text and photos courtesy of Picture the Homeless.
Reprinted with permission.
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warehoused lots and buildings be accounted fohey t
city, and transformed into housing for poor and
homeless people.

Jean Rice a homeless New Yorker: “Today, Picture
the Homeless sends a message that land use meist tak
into account the common good—as housing for the
needy, not warehoused assets for the greedy.”

Hundreds rallied in support of the bold action. The
organizers have invited local musicians to perform,
faith leaders and community activists to engage the
crowd—and community members to feast on barbecue,
and discuss and debate the challenges and striajgles
low-income New Yorkers face.

Picture the Homeless members note that more familie
are homeless now than when Mayor Bloomberg took
office. When confronted with his policy failuresrker
this month, the Mayor could only say that so many
remain homeless because he’s made shelters “more
attractive.” For Chase’s paftiew York Timeguoted

an executive during the October bailout: “Twentyefi
billion dollars is obviously going to help the fslkvho
are struggling more than Chase.”

Picture the Homeless meml&&ophia Bryant “The
government and banks have failed miserably.
Homeless people know what the problems are, and we
have ideas for the solutions. Since they won’ehst

the time is now for people to take action. We don’t
want shelters—we want decent housing. We will build
what we need!”
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Brilliant original artwork designed for this actioby Seth
Tobocman.

This morning, homeless people and community allies

orchestrated a spirited occupation of a warehoused
(vacant) property in El Barrio, turning a fenced-of
grassy lot into a vibrant Tent City -- "a placectdl
home."

Thanks so much to everybody for your participation
and support! Immediately after entering the spaee,
built tents and a beautiful stage, hung bannersaand
While demanding that warehoused lots and buildings
be transformed into housing for poor and homeless
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people, we created a really fun festival of comrtyuni
and resistance in El Barrio today. When the sdligla
rallies from Union Square and Morningside arrived,
we got the barbecue going and and the musiciarks too
the stage, and people from the neighborhood passing
by joined us. With such a show of positive people
power, the cops had to hold back.

We held the space for a solid six hours, with masid
barbecue followed by press conference and fashion
show ;) Thanks to all our allied organizations for
mobilizing, rep'ing, speaking, supporting. As the
sunshine turned to rain, the police become more
aggressive. We maintained negotiation, wanting to
keep their interference back and keep our positive
vision of a space that was fun and friendly going
forward. When the cops moved to make arrests,
almost everybody stuck around in the drenching t@in
rally in support of the few people committed to
maintaining the occupation.

As we shouted chants to each other with smilesuon o
faces, the police arrested ten occupiers -- horseles
people, El Barrio residents, and community allies.
We're staying on top of the situation to make sune
friends in the Tent City Ten are ok and out soon.
We're trying to advocate for them at the arraignimen
desk downtown by phone and in-person all day
tomorrow. We're very proud of their commitment and
spirit in the struggle -- we love you, Tent Cityrife

Thanks to everyone for a great day -- the politisia

and candidates, police and bankers, definitely took
notice. More importantly, neighborhood and
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